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My Master, Swami Brahmananda (Maharaj)  

Reminiscences by Swami Prabhavananda 

Edit ed by Gopal St avig 

 

Introduction 
 
For t he most  part  t his mat erial is not  found in t he biography writ t en by Swami 

Prabhavananda, The Et ernal Companion: Brahmananda His Life and Teachings. What  
follows was compiled by Gopal St avig f rom t went y-four of  Swami Prabhavananda’s 
lect ures t ranscribed by Swami Krishnananda (1904 - 1997) . They were delivered in 
Sout hern California bet ween t he years 1948 and 1976. Also ut ilized is mat erial f rom 
a casset t e of  a Sunday oral present at ion ent it led “ My Mast er”  given by Swami 
Prabhavananda on January 24, 1971, in t he Hollywood Vedant a Societ y Temple. In 
addit ion, seven of  Prabhavananda’s lect ures on Holy Mot her were consult ed.  

 
Swami Prabhavananda (1893 - 1976)  was born in t he village of  Surmanagar 

and brought  up in Vishnupur. Great ly mot ivat ed by his devot ion t o Swami 
Brahmananda (1863 -1922) , he f irst  met  Maharaj in 1911 and lat er joined t he Belur 
Monast ery of  t he Ramakrishna Order in December 1914 and became a brahmachari in 
January of  t he following year, receiving t he name of  Bhakt i Chait anya. While in India, 
he had a number of  opport unit ies t o be in Swami Brahmananda’s holy company, 
where he remained unt il 1923 before depart ing for t he Unit ed St at es. Prabhavananda 
met  Maharaj at  t he Belur Mat h and in Kankhal at  t he foot  of  t he Himalayas before 
becoming a monk, and t hen was st at ioned at  t he Belur Mat h, Mayavat i for t wo years 
where he was an assist ant  edit or of  t he Prabuddha Bharat a, in Puri and at  t he 
Udbodhan Of f ice in Calcut t a for a short  t ime, in Madras for four years (c. 1917-21)  
where he received Sannyas and worked on t he st af f  of  t he Vedant a Kesari, one year 
at  Bhuaneswar, and t hen he ret urned t o t he Belur Mat h. 

 
Swami Prabhavananda’s Lectures 

 
“ Om Hari Om. Him I bow down t o t he perfect  guru, who is absorbed in t he bliss 

of  Brahman. Who can best ow t hat  bliss upon ot hers, who is f ree f rom eart hly 
bondage, who is t he Self  of  highest  wisdom, who is beyond life’s sweet  and bit t er, 
who is unt ouched by evil. Of  whom t he script ures describe his nat ure saying, “ That  
Thou Art .”  Changeless, pure, Et ernal, one wit hout  a second, t he wit ness of  all t he 
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mind’s moods and mot ions. How shall t hought  compass and t ongue describe Him? 
Om Tat  Sat . Om shant i shant i, shant i, peace, peace, peace.” i  

 
This describes my Mast er about  whom I am going t o speak, t hough t he mind 

cannot  compass or words cannot  express. When I t hink of  my Mast er, I am reminded 
of  a pen pict ure drawn by t he great  seer philosopher Shankara called “ Salut at ions t o 
t he Guru.”  He describes t he perfect  guru as young, luminous in body, sit t ing silent ly 
under a t ree. The guru is yout hful because t he t rut h is ever-new and young. The 
disciples are old because t hey are heavily laden wit h karmas of  t he past , old 
superst it ions and doubt s. There were disciples seat ed around him, all in silence. 
Wit hout  speaking words t he doubt s in t he minds of  t he disciples were dissolved, 
t here is t he dawn of  knowledge in t heir heart s, and t he bliss of  God is experienced 
wit hin each one of  t hem. There was no quest ion asked, no answer given, but  t hey 
began t o feel t he inef fable joy. This pict ure I have seen, I have had t he blessed 
privilege of  wit nessing t his f rom day t o day in t he presence of  my Mast er. He would 
be sit t ing silent ly. There would be a crowd of  people seat ed around him. Somet imes 
he would be t alking but  not  of  God, not  of  spirit ual disciples, but  he would make fun, 
cut  jokes, make us laugh or t alk about  gardening. Then as t his crowd would disperse 
f rom his room, t he problems wit h which t hey were burdened suddenly became 
solved. Each one had a problem and each one’s problem was solved and t hey felt  
bliss, a joy wit hin t hemselves. Five minut es in his company, you were a changed 
person. A sinner would come and sit  in his presence and would feel purif ied.ii  

 
And in his presence, my own experience had been t hat  t here is no quest ion 

t hat  would occur in our minds. Is t here a God? Can we see him? Such quest ions 
would not  arise. There would be no need t o convince us of  t he t rut h of  t he exist ence 
of  God, by reason or by argument . I have asked my brot her disciples and t hey said 
t he same t hing. If  you had been in t he presence of  a God-man who lived in t hat  
blissful consciousness like I had t he privilege t o, you would feel t hat  God is. And not  
only t hat , you would feel t hat  God is easy t o know and see. He could t ransmit  
spirit ualit y t hrough silence, t hat  was t he power in him. The disciples of  Ramakrishna 
t hat  I met  were t he embodiment s of  t heir own t eachings; religion is somet hing t hey 
could t ransmit  t o ot hers. In t he presence of  my Mast er whose servant  I am, we felt  
t hat  God is t he supreme goal of  human life. It  is simple, so easy, as if  God is a f ruit  
we are holding wit hin t he palm of  our hands. Wherever he would go, t here would be 
joy and fest ivit y. It  would be a unique experience. And we would be renewed in spirit , 
would feel purif ied. There was t hat  one ideal placed before us, realize God, see Him, 
t alk t o Him, be His companion for et ernit y, realize your union wit h him.iii  
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It  is really very dif f icult  t o t alk about  him. In order t hat  a great -illumined soul 
can be underst ood, one has t o be illumined himself . The appreciat ion is possible only 
when you have at t ained t o t he same height  of  realizat ion. You see, we were young, 
t hen we t hought  we knew everyt hing. But  as we grow older in experience, we begin 
t o get  a lit t le glimpse, we see t he vast ness, t he great ness, t he impossibilit y t o 
explain or express what  he st ood for.iv 

 
Maharaj wit h Sri Ramakrishna (Thakur)  and Swami Vivekananda (Swamiji)  

 
One t ime my Mast er whom we all lovingly used t o call Maharaj t old me t hat  

when bad t hought s arose in him he was af raid t o approach Sri Ramakrishna. Then 
Thakur said, “ Come here. Hold out  your t ongue,”  and he wrot e somet hing on it . 
Maharaj said, “ Then all t hat  was gone.”  I t old him, “ When it  comes t o Sri 
Ramakrishna, he did everyt hing for you, but  when it  comes t o us, you only scold us.”  
Then he said, “ No. I see t hat  Thakur is doing everyt hing for you.”  Three t imes he 
repeat ed t hat .v 

  
Sri Ramakrishna asked Rakhal [ Swami Brahmananda]  t o gent ly massage his 

feet . You see Rakhal came f rom a very rich family, and he t hought  t hat  it  is t he dut y 
of  servant s t o massage and so he said, “ Sir, I can’t  do it .”  Then Sri Ramakrishna said, 
“ Why don’t  you just  t ouch my feet  wit h your hands?”  And t hen he t ouched his feet , 
and saw t he Divine Mot her in t he form of  a lit t le girl going around him.vi  

 
He lived wit h Sri Ramakrishna as fat her and son. If  you ever go t o Dakshineswar 

where Sri Ramakrishna lived you will f ind t here are t wo beds, in t he higher bed Sri 
Ramakrishna slept  and in t he lower bed Swami Brahmananda, Rakhal slept .vii  

 
At  one t ime Sri Ramakrishna said t o Rakhal, “ Prepare a bet el leaf  for me.”  “ Oh I 

do not  know how t o do it .”  Then Lat u-Maharaj [ Swami Adbhut ananda]  said, “ Why 
don’t  you follow t he guru’s words?”  Rakhal replied, “ Why don’t  you do it ?”  So t hey 
fought . Ramakrishna asked Ramlal his nephew, “ Who is t he great er devot ee?”  He 
said, “ Of  course Rakhal is a great er devot ee.”  Then Lat u said, “ Rakhal is a great er 
devot ee who would not  obey t he guru’s orders.”  Then Sri Ramakrishna explained t o 
him, “ You see he did not  lose his t emper before his guru, but  you lost  your t emper."  
From t hat  day on Lat u-Maharaj never lost  his t emper before anybody, he had such 
cont rol over himself .viii  

 
Sri Ramakrishna t aught  Swamiji and Maharaj many kinds of  spirit ual disciplines, 

and t o no ot her disciples. Now t hey are forgot t en. You see Rakhal came t o look af t er 
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Sri Ramakrishna, but  Rakhal came t o a st age when Sri Ramakrishna had t o look af t er 
him.ix 

 
Maharaj and some ot hers, six of  t he disciples of  Ramakrishna were considered 

as Ishvarakot is. They are associat es for et ernit y wit h t he Avat ar or Divine 
Incarnat ion. And t hey are ever-f ree souls, Nit yasiddhas; ever perfect  t hey were never 
bound in life. They come again and again wit h a Divine Incarnat ion, for t he good of  
humanit y t o help mankind at t ain liberat ion. They are st ill living and are st ill helping 
everyone who seeks for t hat  help.x  

 
A disciple asked Maharaj, “ Won’t  you please t ell us somet hing about  Sri 

Ramakrishna.”  His answer was, “ What  can I say and how would you underst and? 
Unless he reveals himself  t o you it  is not  possible t o know and t o underst and him.”  I 
would say t he same t hing about  my Mast er, Maharaj.xi  

 
You see Sri Ramakrishna in a pict ure for example, but  some disciples saw him 

t ransf igured int o many forms. Swami Saradananda came t o him and said, “ Maharaj 
t here is a st at ue of  Sri Ramakrishna. Would you please come and look at  it .”  Then he 
said, “ Which form? I have seen him t ransf igured in so many forms.”  Then he 
explained t o him t he form you see in t he pict ure. He said, “ Oh yes.’ Maharaj approved 
t he st at ue t hat  was in Benares. Unfort unat ely it  was broken, and t hey have polished 
it , but  it  does not  look t he same.xii 

 
Swami Brahmananda wrot e a lit t le book called, The Words of  t he Mast er, and 

t hat  was t he t eachings of  Sri Ramakrishna as he learned f rom him. In t his connect ion, 
I am reminded of  what  he t old us about  t he book t hat  he wrot e. He said when Sri 
Ramakrishna was living, at  one t ime he want ed t o writ e down what  he was saying, 
and Sri Ramakrishna saw him t aking not es and asked, " What  are you doing?”  “ Oh, I 
am t aking not es of  what  you are saying.”  “ Oh no, don’t  do t hat , list en t o what  I am 
saying.”  Then Maharaj t old us, “ I forgot  many t hings. But  now I get  t hese t eachings, I 
t hink of  t hem, and he comes and t ells me again what  t o writ e.”  So t hose t eachings 
t hat  you f ind in t hat  lit t le book, The Words of  t he Mast er, were really direct ly heard 
f rom Sri Ramakrishna, and he just  jot t ed t hem down again.xiii  
  

This I have heard f rom anot her disciple who was present  at  t he t ime. Swamiji 
called a meet ing of  his brot her disciples and t hey were t oget her, and he already had 
writ t en cert ain rules for t he conduct  of  t he monast ery. He asked every disciple t o 
read it  and give t heir opinion. So all t he brot hers read it  and t hey liked t hem, but  
some crit icized one or t wo of  t he rules, so t he discussion went  on. Maharaj was 
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keeping silent  and t hen Swamiji asked, “ Raja, how is it  t hat  you have not  said 
anyt hing. Don’t  you like t he rules?”  He said, “ No Swamiji, I don’t  like t hem.”  Then 
what  did Swamiji do? He t ore up t he rules and t hrew t hem in t he wast ebasket .xiv 

 
This is a very int erest ing st ory t hat  I heard t his t ime when I went  t o India. 

Swamiji and Maharaj were seat ed t oget her, and Swamiji was t alking about  how t o 
organize t he Order. Then suddenly Maharaj made a lit t le remark. And as soon as he 
said t hat , Swamiji t ook out  his not ebook and wrot e it  down, what  Maharaj had said. 
Then Maharaj t old him, “ Swamiji, I didn’t  consider t hat  mat t er, it  just  came out  of  
me. You must  not  pay at t ent ion t o t hat .”  You see, Swamiji knew t hat  what  came out  
of  Maharaj were t he words of  Ramakrishna.xv 

 
I happened t o f ind a let t er Swamiji wrot e t o Sist er Nivedit a. It  is very 

int erest ing. He wrot e t o Nivedit a, “ I recommend none, not  one except  Brahmananda. 
That  old man’s judgment  never failed, mine always does. If  you have t o ask any 
advice or get  anybody t o do your business, Brahmananda is t he only one I 
recommend, none else, none else. Wit h t his my conscience is clear. Vivekananda.”   

 
In t his connect ion let  me point  out  t o you how close Swami Vivekananda and 

Swami Brahmananda were t o each ot her. What  love and admirat ion and reverence 
t hey had for each ot her. Now again you f ind one t ime Swamiji t old him, “ Raja you 
have given all t hese young boys t o serve me. What  do t hey know about  serving? I 
cannot  sleep at  night . You serve me.”  And you know what  Maharaj did. It  was a hot  
night  and so he began t o fan him. He fanned him all night , because Swamiji asked him 
t o, he did not  say t o st op. He had a wonderful sleep. Then as Swamiji got  up in t he 
morning and saw he was st ill fanning him, he t hen t ook away t he fan and embraced 
him.xvi  

 
Af t er t he passing away of  Sri Ramakrishna, all his disciples went  out  t o pract ice 

severe aust erit ies. Maharaj was pract icing aust erit ies at  one t ime in Vrindavan, and 
Vijay Krishna Goswami who was regarded as a great  saint  was living t here. He had 
met  Sri Ramakrishna. When Vijay met  Maharaj he asked, “ Raja why are you pract icing 
severe aust erit ies, you have everyt hing already, didn’t  Sri Ramakrishna give you 
everyt hing?”  His answer was, “ Yes I got  everyt hing, but  what  I got  I must  t ry t o 
make t hat  my very own.”  In ot her words he was not  sat isf ied in at t aining samadhi 
occasionally, he want ed t o have cont rol as it  were of  t hat  samadhi.xvii  
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At  Belur Mat h one t ime Swami Premananda was t elling Maharaj t hat  Swamiji 
said t o him ( in Bengali) , “ I have become t he purif ier of  t he fallen ones.”  And Maharaj 
replied, “ I have also become purif ier of  t he fallen ones.”  

 
Holy Mother and Maharaj  

 
Now I will t ell you how Swamiji and Maharaj would t ouch Holy Mot her’s feet . 

Swamiji would dip himself  in t he Ganges six or seven t imes. He t hought  he was not  
pure enough t o t ouch her feet . And t hen only he would go and t ouch her feet . But  
you see we didn’t  know. We went  under any condit ion. Maharaj would go just  like a 
lit t le boy who had done somet hing wrong and was af raid t o approach his mot her. So 
he would compose himself  f irst  by saying, “ Hello Radhu, how are you?”  Then he 
would bow down t o her and t ry t o go away. And t he Mot her would say, “ Rakhal sit  
down.”  On ot her occasions, Swami Brahmananda would approach Holy Mot her wit h 
spirit ual emot ion and fervor and his whole body would be shaking. That  is, he would 
be in ecst at ic consciousness whenever he would approach t o t ouch t he feet  of  Holy 
Mot her. Of  course, all t his happened af t er Thakur passed away.xviii  

 
When we were st udent s in Calcut t a, t hey gave word t o us t hat  Holy Mot her will 

be coming t o t he Belur Mat h and t hey needed volunt eers. So many of  our college 
boys went  t here. We st ood in rows at  t he Belur Mat h. It  was not  t he present  big 
monast ery, so t here was very lit t le room t here. Holy Mot her was carried in a 
palanquin up t o t he gat e, and t hen t hey had a chair prepared for her. There were 
four disciples of  Sri Ramakrishna: Swami Brahmananda, Swami Saradananda, Swami 
Premananda, and Swami Shivananda. They carried her on t heir shoulders. Then 
Maharaj gave t he order t hat  nobody should bow down before Mot her at  t hat  t ime. 
But  we saw Khoka Maharaj, Swami Subodhananda. He just  rolled on t he ground 
before her. Maharaj asked, " Who is t hat , who is t hat ?”  Of  course, Khoka Maharaj in 
t he meant ime disappeared. So Mot her was carried by t hese four Swamis upst airs t o 
t he shrine room. I believe she was worshiped at  t hat  t ime by t hese disciples. One 
t hing I know t hat  while she was living, she was worshiped by hundreds and t housands 
of  people as a living Goddess.xix  

 
They all went  t o visit  Sarnat h near Benares. Sarnat h is t he place where t hey 

went  underground, dug and found t he relics of  Buddha, and t hen t hey built  a 
Buddhist  t emple t here. So Maharaj went  by mot orcar and Holy Mot her went  in a 
horse carriage t o Sarnat h. Maharaj somehow realized when Mot her ret urns by horse 
carriage, t here will be a spook on t he side of  t he road. The horse will shy and t he 
carriage will fall down. Maharaj t old Holy Mot her, “ You t ake t he mot orcar and I’ ll go in 
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t he horse carriage.”  As t hey were coming by carriage, t he horse shied and it  fell 
down. Of  course, t here was not  much injury t o anyone. Holy Mot her remarked, “ You 
see, Rakhal was ready t o sacrif ice his life for my sake.” xx  

 
In Benares, when Maharaj salut ed Holy Mot her as he came down t he st airs, 

Golap Ma asked, “ Mot her want s t o know why you have t o worship her?”  Then he 
danced like a lit t le boy and said, “ Because she holds t he key t o t he knowledge of  
Brahman.” xxi  

 
One t ime, I t hink it  was on t he birt hday of  Ramakrishna, Holy Mot her came t o 

t he Belur Mat h t o at t end t he celebrat ion. As she arrived my Mast er, Swami 
Brahmananda went  int o ecst asy, int o deep samadhi. Just  t hink, just  feeling her 
presence he went  int o deep samadhi. All t he ot her brot her disciples were a lit t le 
concerned about  him, because he st ayed in t hat  samadhi for a long t ime, and nobody 
could bring him out  of  t hat  deep cont emplat ion. Then Holy Mot her received a report  
about  it  and said, “ Do not  be concerned about  him, he will come out  all right .”  Af t er 
a while she came herself , t ouched his hand and said, “ My son, I have brought  some 
sacrament al food for you, wake up and eat .”  And immediat ely Maharaj came back t o 
normal consciousness and prost rat ed himself  before her.xxii 

 
In t his connect ion I shall t ell you somet hing. Holy Mot her asked one of  her 

disciples t o buy some clot hing for t he disciples of  Sri Ramakrishna. Then she said, 
“ But  get  one silk clot h for Rakhal.”  Then t his disciple asked her, “ But  Mot her are not  
all t hese disciples your sons? Why make a dif ference and ask for a silk clot h for 
Maharaj? Holy Mot her said, “ Yes, t rue t hey are all my sons, but  Rakhal is my son.” xxiii 

 
While living on eart h, I saw Holy Mot her only once more when I became a monk 

and t hree of  us [ Prajnan Maharaj and Sat yen (Swami At mabodhananda) ]  were going 
t o Mayavat i. Maharaj said t o us, “ Go and t ake t he blessings of  Holy Mot her.”  So we 
went . At  t hat  t ime, she did not  have a veil and of  course, she kissed like our 
mot her’s kiss, by placing her f ingers on his chin and t hen put t ing t hem t o her lips. 
Then she of fered us each one f lower. I do not  know what  t he ot hers did but  when 
t he f lower dried up, I t hrew it  away.xxiv 

 
During t he period of  Holy Mot her’s mahasamadhi when she was passing away, 

Maharaj did not  come. He was at  Bhubaneswar. Swami Saradananda was asked, “ Why 
is it  t hat  all of  you disciples are present  and only Maharaj is not  present ?”  Swami 
Saradananda said, “ Maharaj is not  like us.”  You see Maharaj had t he power t o st ay 
wherever he was and yet  come [ in subt le form]  and visit  anyone. So he visit ed her. 
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Mot her knew. Swami Saradananda also knew and t hat ’s why he said, “ He is not  like 
one of  us.”  At  exact ly t he t ime of  her deat h Maharaj t old Swami Nirvanananda, 
“ Mot her just  lef t  her body.”  The t elegram came exact ly at  t hat  hour. At  t hat  t ime 
Holy Mot her’s beaut y came out . While living, t hat  beaut y was not  t here, because 
people might  look at  her wit h impure eyes and t hat  would harm t hem. So her real 
beaut y came out  when she passed away.xxv Now Swami Saradananda felt  very bad 
t hat  he had t aken away a plat e of  food f rom Holy Mot her because of  her illness. 
When Maharaj came t o Calcut t a, Swami Saradananda t old t hat  st ory and said, 
“ Maharaj you have t o eat  t his food and let  her eat  t hrough your mout h.”  Then he 
prepared t hat  same t hing, and Maharaj in an ecst at ic mood t ook t hat  food.xxvi 

 
Maharaj once t old me t hat  no one can really underst and Mot her unless she 

reveals herself  t o t hat  person. She is st ill living, and she reveals herself  even t o t hose 
who are not  wort hy. She showed her unbounded grace and appeared before a 
disciple of  Maharaj in t his count ry. The whole world disappeared, and t here was only 
Mot her and what  power she bore.xxvii 

 
Swami Prabhavananda Prior to Brahmacharya 

 
Af t er graduat ing f rom High School and coming t o Calcut t a, I used t o visit  Belur 

Mat h. You know st range as it  is, before I met  Maharaj when I was fourt een years old I 
read The Gospel of  Sri Ramakrishna in it s original form in Bengali. Then I was 
at t ract ed by t wo names, Naren and Rakhal [ Maharaj’s original name] , and I had a 
pict ure of  Maharaj before I saw him. So in 1910 I when I was sixt een, I came t o 
Calcut t a t o st udy in College run by t he Brahmo Samaj. At  t hat  t ime I used t o go and 
visit  Belur Mat h, but  Maharaj was not  t here. One year passed and t hen Maharaj came. 
So on a weekday I went  t o see him, because I knew at  ot her t imes t here would be a 
crowd of  people. Maharaj was seat ed upst airs in an easy chair on t he veranda facing 
t he room t hat  is preserved in honor of  Swami Vivekananda. I was st anding t here 
feigning t hat  I was looking at  Swamiji’s room, and he wat ched me, and I just  side-
glanced at  Maharaj. He wat ched me for a few minut es, t hen he said, “ Come here. Sit  
down”  and he asked, “ Have I not  seen you before?”  “ No Maharaj.”  Holy Mot her had 
asked me t he same quest ion when I f irst  met  her. But  you see when Maharaj 
accept ed anybody as his disciple; he accept ed t hem on f irst  sight . I want ed t o t ouch 
his feet . Then he asked me, “ Can you t ake of f  my st ockings?”  He allowed me t o give 
him service immediat ely. On t he veranda, on t he porch, t here was sun shinning, so I 
put  his maroon colored st ockings t here. Then he asked, “ Do you know how t o 
massage?”  I said, “ Yes.”  So he gave me t he privilege t o massage his feet , which I did 
every Sat urday and Sunday. When I would massage his hands, he would hold my 
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t humb in such a way t hat  I couldn’t  get  lose. Maharaj used t o t ease Swami 
Premananda, his brot her disciple, t hrough me. Premananda would not  let  anyone 
massage his feet . So Maharaj t old me, “ Go t o Swami Premananda and massage him.”  
When I went  t o him he would not  allow me t o massage his feet . But  I said, “ Maharaj 
gave me t he order, I must  obey.”  And so he said, “ I can’t  get  anywhere wit h you”  
and t hen he let  me do it . At  t he same t ime, t hat  way I got  t he blessings of  Swami 
Premananda. When I saw Maharaj, in my mind t here came a complet e fulf illment . I 
needed no inst ruct ions, not hing. I have seen him, t hat ’s everyt hing. He was a magnet  
a great  at t ract ion who changed my life. I never before experienced such love f rom 
my parent s or f rom my f riends. I asked anot her disciple of  Ramakrishna, Swami 
Subodhananda, “ How is it  t hat  t here is such love in t hem? And he said, “ God is love, 
and in whom God is unfolded, t here t hat  love is most  manifest ed.” xxviii 

 
As Christ  has said, “ Ye have not  chosen me, I have chosen you.”  And t his I 

have seen wit h Maharaj, my Mast er, all his disciples will t ell you t hat  at  t he very f irst  
meet ing he accept ed you. I have t aken many of  my f riends t o him and t hey could not  
see anyt hing. So t he disciple has t o be ready. Yet , now t hese very people, st range as 
it  may sound come t o us t o become disciples. Maharaj made very few disciples only a 
lit t le over one hundred. But  t hose whom he accept ed, he accept ed at  t he very f irst  
meet ing. And it  is, I will say " a grace uncondit ional." xxix  

 
This reminds me of  a brot her disciple of  mine who is in St . Louis, Swami 

Sat prakashananda. He t old me t hat  Maharaj asked him, “ Have you a room for me?”  
He didn’t  underst and so he replied, “ Yes, Maharaj we made a place for you.”  Maharaj 
said, “ No I don’t  mean t hat . I mean here ( in your heart )  have you room for me?”  
Then he underst ood. But  again he t hought  it  would t ake a long t ime t o get  init iat ion 
f rom Maharaj, he might  have t o wait  for years. So he decided t o go t o Holy Mot her. 
As he went  half  t he dist ance, he got  dysent ery, he couldn’t  proceed, so he had t o 
come back. At  long last  he had t o t ake init iat ion f rom Maharaj.xxx 

 
There was a schoolt eacher of  mine, Sharot  Sen who t old me t hat , “ I 

underst and you go t o Maharaj. Would you t ake me t o him?”  So I t ook him wit h me 
and int roduced him t o Maharaj. He want ed cert ain preliminary inst ruct ions, which 
Maharaj gave t o him. Then Maharaj asked me, “ Don’t  you want  t o ask for 
inst ruct ions?”  I said, “ No Maharaj”  because I found fulf illment  in him. I t hought  t here 
is no ot her so great ; mot her, fat her, or f riend, so what  is t here I have t o get ? Lat er 
when we were going back on a boat  Sharot  Sen scolded me, “ He want ed t o give you 
inst ruct ions, why didn’t  you accept  t hem?”  Then I said, “ All right , I’ ll go back,”  so t he 
next  day I came back. Maharaj asked, “ Why have you come back?”  “ Yes Maharaj, I 
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want  inst ruct ions.”  Then he gave me my very f irst  inst ruct ions and gave me beads. 
His chief  disciple Swami Sankarananda had t he beads st rung t oget her. Then he asked 
me t o get  a bell t o hang around t he neck of  his pet  calf  t hat  he was very fond of . He 
saved t he calf  f rom t he hands of  some people who were going t o but cher him. That  
was I t hink Guru-dakshina, t he fee for t he guru, which is t he cust om.xxxi  

 
Before becoming a monast ic, I went  t o see Maharaj at  Kankhal wit hout  get t ing 

his writ t en permission. When I arrived at  four in t he morning, Maharaj came out  as if  
He was expect ing me. He said, “ So you have come.”  His secret ary and disciple Swami 
Sankarananda who lat er became t he President  of  t he Ramakrishna Order also came 
out , and he t old him, “ Make room for t his young Brahmachari.”  There were four of  us 
t oget her in one large room, including Swami Madhavananda who also lat er became 
t he President  of  t he Ramakrishna Order. One day Maharaj came t o see how we were 
sit uat ed. He said, " Too bad four of  you have t o st ay in one room.”  Then he made t he 
remark, “ Fif t y sadhus, holy men can live under one blanket , but  in one kingdom t wo 
kings cannot  live!” xxxii  

 
During t he Durga Puja held at  Kankhal, monks of  dif ferent  Orders were invit ed. 

He gave me t he privilege t o be his at t endant  for a mont h and during t hat  t ime I 
received his grace, he init iat ed me. His regular at t endant  was learning t he worship of  
Mot her Durga. Maharaj t old me not  t o have any special seat  for him, “ because t here 
are four knower’s of  Brahman coming f rom dif ferent  Orders.”  There was an easy 
chair where Maharaj use t o rest , which I carried int o t he open f ield and had it  t urned 
down so t hat  nobody could sit  on it . Then I saw an old monk picking up t he chair and 
sit t ing on it  comfort ably. So I went  t o him and said, “ Holy sir you cannot  sit  in t hat  
chair.”  “ Why not ?”  “ That ’s Maharaj’s chair.”  “ O Maharaj won’t  mind.”  I said, “ But  I do 
mind.”  So I t ook his hand, he did not  resist  at  all but  smiled and got  up. Then what  
did I see? Maharaj was seat ed and right  next  t o him t his old monk was seat ed. I 
st ood up t o see t hem being served. They were speaking in Hindi, which I did not  
underst and at  t hat  t ime; and having a heart y laugh looking at  me.xxxiii  

 
Af t er t he Durga Puja t wo boat s were hired, and t he Swamis and Brahmacharis 

were t aking t he image of  t he Divine Mot her t o be immersed in t he river. In t he 
evening Maharaj was st anding on t he bank of  t he river Ganges. I was st anding by him 
and he asked me, “ Aren’t  you going?”  I said, “ No Maharaj.”  And t hen he t old me, 
“ Get  a lit t le wat er f rom t he Ganges and sprinkle it  on me,”  which I did. It  was his 
habit  at  t hat  t ime during t he evening t o bow down wit h folded hands and salut e t he 
Lord. While he was bowing down, I t ook t hat  opport unit y t o bow down and t ake t he 
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dust  of  his feet . He just  looked at  me for a moment , did not  say anyt hing and went  
on. I value t hat  moment  in my life, because every day I t hink of  t hat !xxxiv  

 
My name was Abani. One day in fun Maharaj said, “ Abani you miss sweet meat s, 

don’t  you, Bengali sweet meat s. All right  you will get  it  wit hin an hour.”  So he sat  
down and just  a few t imes he chant ed t he name of  t he Lord. Then af t er about  15 or 
20 minut es t here came t hree women f rom Mirat , and wit h Bengali sweet s t hey had 
prepared for Maharaj. I was a doubt ing Thomas and asked t hem, “ Do you come of t en 
t o Maharaj?”  They said, “ Yes.”  Then I asked t hem, “ Do you ever bring sweet s?”  The 
answered, “ No, t his is t he f irst  t ime we brought  sweet s we want ed t o surprise him.”  
Maharaj knew, t hink of  t hat . I want ed t o join t he monast ery, but  he t old me t o f inish 
my universit y educat ion, t hen come.xxxv  

 
After Becoming a Monastic 

 
My f riend Parish and I were seat ed before Maharaj who t old us, “ You t wo do 

not  have t o go and get  permission, you t ake vows of  Brahmacharya.”  He lat er 
became a Swami Amrit eswarananda but  unfort unat ely he passed away quit e young. 
He was a great  soul. We were monast ics only for one mont h; while most  of  t he ot her 
t went y-one or t went y-t wo monks who were given Brahmacharya vows at  t hat  t ime, 
were t here one or t wo years and t hey had t o ask Swami Premananda for 
permission.xxxvi  

 
Maharaj carried on t his work as President  of  a large organizat ion, t he 

Ramakrishna Order based on love. I remember I was present  near him when I f irst  
joined t he monast ery, and a disciple of  Vivekananda came t o him and said, “ Maharaj 
we need t o make some new rules and regulat ions for t he conduct  of  t he young 
monks, who just  joined t he monast ery.”  About  t went y-four of  us joined t he 
monast ery, t he largest  number up t o t hat  t ime. And t hen Maharaj said, “ But  didn’t  
Swamiji make some rules and regulat ions?”  “ Well, yes, but  t hat  was not  enough.”  
Then Maharaj added, “ Look here we have enough rules and regulat ions t o guide 
t hese young men. What  we need is love and more love.”  That  was his way of  
conduct ing t he whole organizat ion. Now I underst and t hey are making some new 
rules and regulat ions. It  happened gradually you know.xxxvii

xxxviii

 Also, in t he whole 
organizat ion all t he disciples were bound t oget her by t he cord of  love. There was no 
such dist inct ion t hat  t his person is a disciple of  one guru and someone else is 
anot her guru’s disciple, we never knew of  t hat .   
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Maharaj t old me t his very int erest ing st ory. He was visit ing Swami 
Vijnanananda’s Ashrama and a young boy came who want ed inst ruct ions f rom him. 
Maharaj said, “ There is t he abbot , you go t o him.”  So he went  t o Vijnanananda who 
t old t he boy, “ I am t he abbot  here, but  look, Maharaj is t he head of  t he whole 
organizat ion, you go t o him.”  So he ret urned t o him, and again he sends him back t o 
Swami Vijnanananda. And t hen Maharaj t old me, “ Do you know what  he did? 
Vijnanananda said, ‘Wait , I will give you inst ruct ions, and he went  t o his room, 
opened a t runk and brought  out  a phot o of  me [ Maharaj] . He gave it  t o t his boy and 
said, ‘Everyday before t his phot o you pray t o be guided, t o be inst ruct ed, I do not  
know of  any higher t eaching t han t hat .’ ”  And Maharaj said t o me, “ Do you see what  
a great  devot ee of  Ramakrishna he is?” xxxix  

 
In t he case of  Maharaj we have seen how he would t each each disciple 

according t o his capacit y, what  he could do, he would not  say anyt hing impossible. I 
have heard him say t o some disciples t o sit  and medit at e for f if t een minut es a day 
and t hat  will do. And t o anot her he would say you have t o medit at e sixt een hours a 
day. You see it  depended on t he individual capacit y. He would not  t each anybody 
somet hing t hat  would be impossible for t hat  person t o pract ice. Maharaj would make 
it  simple and easy for each individual and at  t he same t ime, it  was a fact  t hat  if  t hat  
same individual pract iced t hose simple t rut hs in his life, he was bound t o get  unique 
result s in spirit ual life.xl 

 
Now I shall t ell you what  I saw in my Mast er. Maharaj was t o sign a document  

and af t er t hree days his privat e secret ary Swami Sankarananda came t o him and 
said, “ Maharaj t his is t he last  day t hat  you have t o sign t his.”  He had t he deed ready 
before him, wit h t he pen in hand, but  he said t o Sankarananda addressing him by his 
f irst  name, “ Yes, yes I am t rying t o sign it  but  I can’t  remember my name.”  You see 
he was so ident if ied wit h Sri Ramakrishna, complet ely absorbed.xli  

 
Af t er a few mont hs Maharaj decided t o send me t o t he Mayavat i Ashram. He 

t old me, t o keep my mind high like t he Himalayas. During t hat  t ime I was feeling 
lonely for Maharaj, so I came direct ly t o Puri where he was st aying at  t he t ime. I will 
t ell you an incident  I do not  t hink I ment ioned it  anywhere. I was at  Puri in a large 
house belonging t o t he brot her of  Balaram Bose a wealt hy disciple of  Sri 
Ramakrishna. And so Maharaj who was t heir guest , anot her disciple Swami 
Turiyananda, and all his ret inue were present  and I happened t o be t here. Two young 
ladies who were disciples of  Maharaj came. It  was a huge building, so in anot her part  
of  t he house t hese t wo young girls lived for a few days. Maharaj asked me t o t ake 
t hem t o bat he in t he ocean and t o t ake t hem t o t he Temple and see t hem around. 
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Then one day t hey asked me if  t hey could go t o visit  t he monast ery, which was one 
of  t he four monast eries t hat  were est ablished by t he great  Shankara. I had t o get  
permission f rom Maharaj and so t hese girls were just  hiding behind t he door. I asked 
Maharaj, “ Shall I t ake t hem t o see t he monast ery of  Shankara?”  His answer was t his, 
“ Shankara will give you liberat ion! Go and medit at e.”  Then he said t o me, “ Medit at e, 
medit at e, t hen you will f ind how t here is t he mind of  bliss in everyone’s heart . You 
will feel how unnecessarily t hey are suf fering.”  He always emphasized it ; as in all 
script ures and all great  t eachers have emphasized it , “ Seek for t he Et ernal amongst  
t he non-Et ernals of  life. Seek for t hat  highest  imbibing joy, in t he midst  of  t he 
f leet ing pleasures of  life.” xlii 

 
Maharaj had t he abilit y t o give samadhi just  by a t ouch. There was a fourt een-

year-old girl who had a dream of  Maharaj and so she came t o t he Udbodhan of f ice. 
She was sent  by Swami Saradananda at  an odd t ime t o Maharaj, who was rest ing at  
Balaram Bose’s house. So Maharaj got  up and asked her t o come in and sit  down and 
he gave her a mant ra. Immediat ely she went  int o samadhi since Maharaj had t hat  
power. Then Maharaj asked her t o t ake t he gerrua clot h and become a nun. “ St ay in 
one place and young girls will gat her around you and you will init iat e t hem.”  When 
she passed away her chief  disciple said she was in mahasamadhi.xliii  

 
One t ime I complained t o Maharaj, “ Well you give us inst ruct ions and t hen you 

do not  help us anymore.”  And he said, “ How do you know I do not  help you? If  you 
follow t he inst ruct ions I ask you t o do, you will f ind t hat  you are receiving help.”  
Today I can say he helps me and ot hers. I believe Ishvarakot is and Avat ars are st ill 
living and helping all spirit ual aspirant s. Open your heart s, seek for God. Seek for t hat  
Et ernal t reasure and you will f ind help coming direct ly f rom all t hese. From Christ , 
f rom Buddha, f rom Ramakrishna, f rom Swamiji, f rom Maharaj. It  has been made 
possible and easier in t his age t o realize God, by t he coming of  Sri Ramakrishna and 
his disciples. You will f ind t hat  help, wit hout  your knowing it . If  you go one st ep 
t oward God, he comes a hundred st eps t o receive you.xliv  

 
Anot her t hing comes t o my mind. You ask him somet hing and t hen he would 

say, “ Oh, wait , wait , come and see me t omorrow.”  You come t o him t he next  day, he 
answers, “ I don’t  feel good, you come t o me anot her day.”  You see, he was wait ing 
t o get  t he direct  answer f rom t he Lord, before he would give you his answer. That  
was his way.xlv  

 
When I was a young Brahmachari, I made t he request , “ Maharaj give me 

samadhi.”  And he said, “ You are very impat ient  my boy.”  He t ook a f riend of  mine t o 
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t he library, and t hen he asked him t o t ouch his hand and he went  int o samadhi. Then 
he locked t he door and came away. Af t er t wo hours he brought  him out . I do not  
know what  happened t o him.xlvi 

 
Anot her t ime my Mast er t old me, “ You see, you have t he grace of  God, you 

have t he grace of  your guru, you have t he grace of  t he devot ees of  God, but  for t he 
grace of  one, you will be ruined.”  I said, “ What  is t he grace of  one?”  He said, “ Your 
own mind.” xlvii 

 
His disciples did not  underst and him, his brot her disciples underst ood him. 

When we were sit t ing at  his feet  as disciples, we saw wit h what  reverence and 
respect  his brot her disciples showed him. When we would feel t hat  majest ic 
great ness in him, he would do somet hing, say somet hing and makes us laugh and 
makes us forget  t hat . If  we had t hat  feeling cont inued in us, we could not  give him 
t he personal service t hat  we had t he privilege t o give. He would be like one of  us. He 
would bring himself  down t o our plane and gives us t he lif t  f rom t here.xlviii You know it  
is very st range, we couldn’t  underst and it . For inst ance, he was seat ed and we were 
t here and t alking perhaps. And t hen we t hought  he was a lit t le unmindful. There was 
a gaze in his eyes as if  he was gazing at  t he inf init e, and he was answering us also. 
Then lat er he said he had t he vision of  Christ , he had t alked wit h him. We didn’t  see 
him going int o samadhi, so how would we underst and such phenomena? You see he 
lived in t hat  blissful consciousness, and at  t he same t ime he was t he head of  t he 
Ramakrishna Order, t he vast  organizat ion and he carried on t he dut ies of  t he Order.xlix  

 
I am sure all of  you are acquaint ed wit h t he life of  Christ . How mult it udes 

followed him but  t hen a few int imat e disciples st uck by him. He looked at  t hem and 
said, “ Are you also going t o leave me?”  And Pet er said, " No Mast er you have t he 
words of  Et ernal life.”  Now my Mast er once said t o us, “ We have t he Et ernal t reasure 
t o of fer. But  what  do people come t o us for, pot at oes and onions and eggplant s. 
They want  cheap mat erial t hings. How many really seek t hat  Et ernal t reasure? Many 
t imes Maharaj said t o us, “ They t alk of  joy of  life, but  what  can t he people of  t he 
world underst and by t he joy of  life? Where is t he joy of  life, only in t hat  which is 
Et ernal. The inf init e alone is happiness, t here is no happiness in t he f init e. If  one 
becomes devot ed t o God, life is full of  fun.”  He of t en said t o us, " Give up t he 
pleasures of  a few days t o obt ain t hat  Et ernal joy, t hat  abiding joy, which knows no 
sorrow.”  He emphasized upon medit at ion.l  

 
While at  Puri one day I saw Maharaj walking up and down, which meant  he was 

in a very high spirit ual mood, and t he whole monast ery would vibrat e. He looked at  
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me wit h such compassion in his eyes. The next  morning I received a let t er f rom my 
mot her, t hat  fat her had passed away. I personally believe he knew t he day before 
t hat  my fat her had died and he was giving him liberat ion at  t hat  t ime. Maharaj t old 
me, “  You are a Brahmachari you don’t  have t o observe any regulat ions.”  Then af t er 
t hree or four days he suddenly looked at  me and said, “ Oh you are st ill here. Go and 
see your mot her.”  He put  me in a car wit h t he food f rom t he Jagannat h Temple. 
Maharaj sent  somet hing wit h me spirit ually. When I went  t o visit  my mot her, brot hers 
and sist ers, t hey said somet hing happened as soon as you came, our grief  was 
t urned int o joy and it  became a fest ive occasion.li  

 
Af t er seeing his Mot her, Swami Prabhavananda went  t o Calcut t a and t hen t o 

t he Belur Mat h. Swami Premananda t old him, “ I am glad you came back t o Calcut t a, 
you be t he assist ant  secret ary of  Swami Saradananda, t he General Secret ary of  t he 
Mission. We are now get t ing old, you boys will have t o t ake over, so learn f rom him.”  
I agreed t o t hat  since I was very happy t o be working wit h a direct  disciple of  Sri 
Ramakrishna. But  as soon as I went  t o t he Belur Mat h f rom Calcut t a, t here was a 
let t er f rom Maharaj t hat  said, “ As soon as you receive t his card come away t o Puri 
immediat ely. Get  t he money you need f rom t he Udbodhan Of f ice.”  So I came and 
showed t hat  let t er t o Swami Premananda and he said, “ Writ e t o Maharaj t hat  you 
won’t  go.”  Then I said, “ Maharaj when it  comes t o obeying my guru and obeying you, 
I have t o obey my guru.”  Then he got  excit ed and said, “ You won’t  list en t o me.”  You 
know he had such wonderful love. Lat er one of  t he boys said, “ Go upst airs, he is 
wait ing for you.”  So I went  t o Swami Premananda, and he asked me t o sit  down and 
he inquired what  kind of  sweet s I like. He said, “ Sit  down and eat . Are you mad at  
me?”  “ Why should I be mad at  you? Your scolding is a blessing.”  Then he said, “ We 
had plans for you; but  I can see Maharaj has ot her plans for you. Go t o Maharaj but  
don’t  t ell him t hat  I scolded you. This is t he last  t ime you will see me.”  Then of  
course I held his feet  and began t o weep.lii  

 
I got  t his let t er f rom a monk who is older t han me, but  was junior in t he 

monast ery. At  one t ime he came t o Maharaj and said, “ I cannot  medit at e my mind is 
so rest less, please do somet hing for me.”  He replied, “ Brot her Hari, Swami 
Turiyananda has pract iced so many spirit ual disciplines, he has performed aust erit ies 
all his life, he is t he one you must  go t o.”  So he goes t o him and Swami Turiyananda 
t ells him, “ I am at  Maharaj’s door living wit h him t o receive his grace. You go back t o 
him and receive his grace.”  He ret urns and Maharaj says, “ You know t here must  be a 
proper recipient .”  This young monk’s answer was wonderful, he said, “ Maharaj, you 
can give t hat  supreme t reasure, you have t hat  power t o do t hat , you can make a 
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recipient  f it .”  Then Maharaj smiled and said, “ All right  follow what  you are doing and 
you will achieve it .” liii 

 
Balaram Bose was a rich man and a great  devot ee wit h a palat ial home, and he 

used t o invit e Maharaj t o be his guest . There were Orient al carpet s, all t he luxuries, 
and Balaram's son Ram gave Maharaj a silk robe. Maharaj was seat ed on a cushion 
and a well-known professor f rom Calcut t a Universit y came t o visit  him. He had read 
t he in t he Gospel of  Sri Ramakrishna how aust ere and simple Thakur was. Wit h t hat  
great  ideal he ent ered t he room and expect ed t o see an aust ere holy man, not  wit h 
silk robes, but  wit h a rag around his waist  and what  did he see? So t hat  shocked him 
and he came out  of  t he room, he didn’t  prost at e or anyt hing. He sat  out side on a 
bench and began t o t hink about  it . Then a personal at t endant  of  Maharaj, Swami 
Nirvanananda came and asked t he professor, “ Would you like t o see Maharaj?”  He 
didn’t  know he had already been t o Maharaj and t he professor replied, “ Yes, lead me 
t o him.”  So he went  again and t his t ime he prost rat ed before him, and t hen Maharaj 
asked, “ Didn’t  I see you a while ago?”  He answered, “ Yes.”  Then t hey began t o t alk 
for a few minut es, and t his professor lef t  him and realized, “ What  a great  mist ake I 
would have made in my life, if  I had gone away t he f irst  t ime af t er t he shock I 
received.”  And t hen of  course t his man became his disciple. So f rom ext ernalit y, it  is 
dif f icult  t o judge a holy man.liv 

 
At Madras and After 

 
At  one t ime Maharaj was t raveling in Madras, Sout h India, not  while I was t here, 

it  was previous t o my t ime. When he arrived t here, some people came and t hey 
nat urally expect ed t o hear a t alk given by t he President  of  t he Order. They asked 
when is President -Maharaj going t o speak? And Swami Ramakrishnananda who was 
t he Abbot  of  t he monast ery in Sout h India answered, “ Lect ure, Maharaj giving a 
lect ure. What  would you underst and if  he gives a lect ure? He t ells us one sent ence 
and I give lect ures on t hat  one sent ence for t hree years t o you people.”  Maharaj 
didn’t  make any speeches, he did not  give lect ures and hardly did we hear him t alk 
about  religion. He would t alk about  gardening, about  ot her mat t ers.lv  

 
I was sent  t o Madras and af t er a t ime when Maharaj arrived, t here was a singer 

wit h him. He sang t his song t hat  was lat er t ranslat ed by Swami Ashokananda who 
was head of  t he San Francisco Cent er. It  went ,  

 
“ All my sorrow has been lif t ed by seeing Thee, 
What  boundless grace is Thine, 
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My heart  has drunk pure nect ar, and is soot hed. 
When I do not  have Thee, all t hings seem empt y, 
And t he sun, and t he moon, and t he st ars, lose t heir light . 
Companion of  my soul, t here is none like Thee, 
An ocean of  love swells wit hin when I remember Thee. 
St ay Thou wit h me, day and night , t hat  my life may have it s Lord, 
And keep me ever in t he shadow of  Thy feet , in life and in deat h.” lvi 
 
At  one t ime I was rest less while I was in Madras and not  in t he company of  

Maharaj. I t hought  if  I go away t o a solit ary place, live a life of  cont emplat ion and live 
on alms and walk around, and I might  f ind rest  and peace. Lat er when I asked Maharaj 
for permission t o leave, he became rest less as if  he could not  cont rol me. He said, 
“ Ask brot her Tarak”  t hat  is Swami Shivananda who was upst airs “ t o come.”  So I had 
Swami Shivananda come t o Maharaj’s room. Then Maharaj said, “ You see brot her 
what  a foolish boy t his one is. He says he will pract ice aust erit ies. Swamiji did not  
est ablish t his monast ery for you boys t o roam about  like hundreds and t housands of  
monks wandering about  t he st reet s of  India. He est ablished t his monast ery in order 
t hat  you can realize t hat  t rut h for yourself  and at  t he same t ime serve mankind. 
That  is t he ideal for which you have become a monk, and f ind t hat  wit hin yourself .”  
Then he added, “ Why make yourself  rest less going here and t here?”  Point ing t o his 
own heart  he emphasized, “ He who f inds Him here, f inds Him everywhere. If  he 
doesn’t  f ind Him here, he does not  f ind Him anywhere.”  Thus, it  is t hough he 
emphasized medit at ion, he did not  minimize service t o mankind. As Swamiji point ed 
out  t he ideal and Maharaj also emphasized upon t hat  ideal, “ See Narayan, see God, 
and serve God in mankind.” lvii  

 
One t ime I saw him complet ely absorbed in samadhi. I have not  ment ioned t his 

st ory anywhere because it  sounds a lit t le romant ic in t he ears of  t he west ern 
audience or t he west ern readers. There was a convent  run by an old holy man f rom 
Maharasht ra who had about  t went y-four young nuns under him. He invit ed Maharaj t o 
come and visit  t hem, but  t his was in Madras. And so Maharaj, Swami Shivananda, and 
Sri Ramakrishna’s nephew Ramlal, t hese t hree, along wit h Maharaj’s ret inue, we all 
went  t here. There was a big hall, t here were many young nuns, and t he chief  nun 
brought  a vessel of  scent ed wat er and placed it  at  t he feet  of  Maharaj. She dipped 
Maharaj’s feet  in t he wat er and she t ook away t he vessel and wiped his feet  wit h her 
long hair. Then t hey began t o dance wit h st icks in t heir hands, beat ing t o t he music. 
They sang t he song t hat  begins wit h, “ Drink t his milk, my Lord Gopala”  and ends 
wit h, “ The Lord Krishna drinks t he milk f rom Namadeva [ a Maharasht ra saint , 1270-
1350] . Somehow t hey knew Maharaj had t hat  at t it ude of  a baby Krishna. Maharaj 
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was absorbed complet ely in samadhi. They were singing t his song t o baby Krishna 
and feeding him milk by placing t he vessel of  milk on his lips, but  of  course he was in 
samadhi. The whole place was surcharged wit h somet hing indescribable. He brought  
samadhi as it  were int o t he normal plane, and t his I have reason t o believe.lviii 

 
The ot her t ime I saw Maharaj in samadhi and t hat  was also in Madras. There 

was a cot  and a seat  placed t here. He looked at  me and said, “ You seat  me.”  And 
t hen I t ook his legs, and for a long t ime he was in a medit at ion post ure and t hen int o 
samadhi. Then a pict ure was t aken.lix  

 
When I was in t he Madras monast ery, I was wit h Maharaj about  fourt een hours 

a day while he was t here. There was a professor f rom Colombo in Ceylon [ Sri Lanka]  
who was st aying wit h us for about  t en days and he said, “ Look I don’t  know what  
kind of  people you are, but  if  you can st and t he at mosphere of  t hat  man f rom day t o 
day, you must  be great .”  Then he said, “ I can’t  st and it  anymore. I must  go out  int o 
a worldly at mosphere.”  He did not  st ay long in t he world and lat er t he professor 
became a disciple of  Maharaj and a Swami of  t he Order. He did a great  service t o t he 
cause, a very int ellect ual man he t ranslat ed books of  Swamiji int o Tamil, and he 
opened many schools and colleges all over Ceylon. These schools have been t aken 
away by t he government  and unfort unat ely he died premat urely.lx 

 
Anot her event  occurred at  t he St udent ’s Home dedicat ion in Madras. Maharaj 

was t o make t he dedicat ion, and I was back of  him t o prot ect  him f rom t he crowd. 
We sent  an invit at ion t o many people including Annie Besant  t he head of  t he 
Theosophy Societ y. When she came I showed great  respect  t o her and moved away, 
and she leaned on Maharaj. lxi 

 
There is anot her incident  I heard f rom ot hers t hat  I wish t o t ell you. There was 

a disciple of  Maharaj he was giving him service for a long t ime, and t hen suddenly he 
got  smallpox. So he was t aken t o t he hospit al and Swami Ramakrishnananda used t o 
go every day and see him. He would beg Swami Ramakrishnananda, “ Please ask 
Maharaj t o come and st and at  t he door, I want  t o see him, before I die.”  When he 
t old Maharaj, he paid no at t ent ion t o t hat . And t hen af t er he died Swami 
Ramakrishnananda t old Maharaj, “ This boy at t ended you wit h such care for such a 
long t ime, and he want ed t o see you before he died, and you did not  go.”  Maharaj 
responded, “ How do you know I didn’t  go? How do you know I didn’t  go?” lxii 

 
You see he would not  st ay in one monast ery. He was t he head of  t he whole 

Order, so he had t o go f rom one place t o anot her, and in each monast ery he would 
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st ay for a few mont hs. Wherever he would be going, a special at mosphere would be 
creat ed of  joy and fest ivit y. Every day would be a fest ive occasion, full of  fun. 
Everyone ent ering int o t hat  would be charged by t hat  air of  fest ivit y. They would 
feel a peculiar joy, a peculiar somet hing, which t hey never felt  before, a peace, a joy. 
Maharaj would be in light  moods and would make such fun, and make us laugh every 
day. He t old us “ It ’s good t o laugh every day, t hat  relaxes t he mind and body.”  
Maharaj was a Brahmavit , a knower of  Brahman. He did not  have t o undergo any 
aust erit ies or spirit ual disciplines.lxiii  

 
Maharaj said t o me at  one t ime, “ What  is t o be done af t er your deat h, I have 

done t hat  for you. If  you want  t o t ast e t hat  bliss while living here on eart h, you have 
t o st ruggle for yourself .”  But  t hrough his grace wit hout  any st ruggle, I have t ast ed 
t hat  bliss also.lxiv  

 
When one at t ains t he highest  samadhi, what  we call t he nirvikalpa samadhi, 

one reaches t hat  unit ary consciousness. Then as t he yogi comes back, t here is not  
t he universe of  mat t er, but  t he universe of  spirit . Their eyes have become 
t ransformed, t heir vision is not  physical, so t hey see God in everyt hing. They lived 
merged, soaked as it  were in t he bliss of  God. I have seen how Maharaj would have t o 
st ruggle somet imes, t o cont rol t hat  samadhi. That  st at e of  consciousness was t he 
nat ural normal st at e for him. To be unconscious of  t he world, of  course t hat  is 
samadhi. That  he would cont rol in order t hat  he could live and t each us. Of t en I have 
seen, you see t here are cert ain marks, preliminary signs one goes t hrough, or one 
can see expressed physically, before one plunges int o t hat  t ranscendent al 
consciousness. And I have wit nessed many t imes when such signs would be marked 
in him; he would get  up and walk out . At  t hat  t ime nobody could approach him t he 
whole monast ery would be like shaking. Just  t hink of  t hat . You and I are st ruggling 
hard t o reach t hat  st at e, and he would shun t hat  st at e, as it  were.lxv  

 
Maharaj t old me he sees God in every being, wit h so many sheat hes. He said t o 

me, “ I see God playing in so many ways, wearing so many masks, t he masks of  a 
saint , t he mask of  a t hief , t he masks of  a lust ful person, t he mask of  a pure soul. 
Then how can I t each anyone? When I come down f rom t hat  plane I see your 
mist akes, t hen I can t ry t o correct  you.”  You see if  I see God in you and God in 
myself , how can God t each God? So you see t hey do not  see sin and sinner. No. In 
God’s eye t here is no sin. Even when he came down he would be always living in God. 
In ot her words he lived in t wo st at es of  consciousness—in one st at e he would see 
Brahman everywhere, he would be himself  Brahman, which is t he non-dualist ic 
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experience. Then again in t he lower st at e he would be a devot ee of  God, t here would 
be a dualist ic at t it ude.lxvi  

 
When he was leaving Madras he said as I prost rat ed before him, “ I feel so bad 

t o leave you here.”  When he sent  a card he used t o sign it , “ Yours af fably, 
Brahmananda.”  And t hen in English on t he side he wrot e, “ I miss you very much.”  
When I arrived at  Bhubaneswar he went  away t o Calcut t a. There he at t ained 
mahasamadhi and I never saw his physical body any more.lxvii  

 
Maharaj init iat ed Tara an act ress of  t he t heat er who had heard of  Sri 

Ramakrishna f rom Girish Ghosh. You will f ind Tara’s descript ion of  Maharaj and his 
fat herly love in t he book I have writ t en on my Mast er. I came f rom Madras t o 
Bhubaneswar where she had a house in order t o associat e wit h t he monks. She found 
out  t hat  I was a disciple of  Maharaj she want ed t o meet  me. At  f irst  I hesit at ed a 
lit t le, she was an old lady at  t hat  t ime. She insist ed on t ouching my feet  and I t ell 
you I felt  such soot hing inf luence t hat  I knew she was pure.lxviii  

 
Tant ine, Josephine MacLeod t old me t his st ory. One t ime a businessman f rom 

England had a dream of  Maharaj and he was t old t o come t o Calcut t a. So he came t o 
Calcut t a and it  was easy for him t o f ind where t he Belur Mat h was locat ed. At  t he 
Belur Mat h he was st aying in t he guest house. Tant ine came and request ed Maharaj, 
“ He has come all t hat  dist ance, please see him.”  And he said, “ No, no, I won’t  see 
him.”  Then Mahapurush, Swami Shivananda came and asked Maharaj t o see him. He 
replied, “ No, no, don’t  ask me t o see him. I will not  see him. Ask him t o go 
somewhere else.”  Complet ely disappoint ed in his heart  t he Englishman went  t o t he 
Temple of  Dakshineswar. When he ret urned and was about  t o land, Maharaj suddenly 
came out  and as soon as he saw him he died on t he boat . This occurred on t he 
Ganges, on no-mans land. Maharaj knew if  he had seen him at  t he Belur Mat h, when 
he died, t here would have been an inquiry and complicat ions wit h t he Brit ish 
government . lxix 

 
There was a young Swami and he t old me t his incident . He t old me what  a bad 

t hing he had done, and t here was a meet ing of  t he t rust ees. The case was brought  
up, and t hey had t o unanimously pass t he resolut ion t o expel t his young monk. 
Maharaj had t o agree, he was t he President , but  he didn’t  press t he mat t er, t his was 
done in t he af t ernoon. Next  morning, Maharaj dressed early in t he morning and came 
t o meet  t he Secret ary, Swami Saradananda who looked at  him and asked, “ Maharaj, 
why at  his hour are you all dressed up?”  Well he said, “ You know what  you did 
yest erday was all right  because he brings a disgrace t o our Order. But  I am going t o 
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resign my President ship and I’ ll t ake a house somewhere and I will have t hat  boy wit h 
me.”  Then Swami Saradananda, replied, “ Oh Maharaj, if  you want  him forget  t he 
mat t er”  so he st ayed on. And you know when I f irst  went  back t o t his count ry in 
1935, I was t hree days and t hree night s wit h t his young Swami, and what  a joy he 
gave me, t alking all of  t he t ime about  Maharaj and his love for him.lxx  

 
Af t er Maharaj’s passing away, t here was t he f irst  monk’s conference. It  was in 

t hat  conference, Swami Saradananda anot her disciple of  Sri Ramakrishna who was 
t he General Secret ary of  t he Mission, explained t he reason for it . He said t o all t he 
monks, “ That  as long as Maharaj was living we never quest ioned anyt hing, because 
what ever he said, what ever came out  of  his lips came out  direct ly f rom God. But  now 
I want  every one of  you t o reason out  what ever we say and ot her opinions should be 
considered. So I am forming t his working commit t ee t o conduct  t he work of  t he 
fut ure.”  You see t hese are t he words of  a disciple of  Sri Ramakrishna. So he made 
t he whole monast ery democrat ic wit h t he vot es of  many t rust ees.lxxi  

 
Three of  us were celebrat ing t he f irst  birt hday anniversary of  Maharaj af t er he 

passed away, just  before I came t o t his count ry. Swami Saradananda f rom t he 
Udbodhan Of f ice was supposed t o come and at t end t he ceremony. But  he was busy, 
so he could not  do it  and he sent  a poem in Bengali which t ranslat es as, “ On t he 
lot us-blossom he who is dancing wit h Krishna, who is t he leader of  all mankind, and 
also t he real t rue guru, Him I bow t o.” lxxii 

 
When I was sent  t o t his count ry by ot her disciples of  Ramakrishna, I was only 

t went y-nine years old. Swami Shivananda was t hen t he President  of  t he Order. When 
I t old him, “ What  do I know?”  He said, “ Never forget  you have seen t he Son of  God 
[ Swami Brahmananda] , you have seen God.”  Religion, I have seen somet hing 
t ransmit t ed t hrough silence. Teachers of  t hat  t ype do more good t o mankind t han 
many preachers like myself , becoming hoarse speaking. Yes in silence. It  is somet hing 
t hat  is t ransmit t ed and you become renewed in spirit . It  is no credit  t o t he disciple. lxxiii  

 
As we looked at  our Mast er what  did we see? Did we see in him a Hindu monk 

or a Christ ian minist er, or what ? I have pondered over t hat  many t imes, looking at  
him, and t he only answer I could get  wit hin my heart  was, t hat  he was a man of  God, 
neit her Hindu, nor Christ ian, nor Buddhist , no.lxxiv  

 
The great  scient ist  Albert  Einst ein read The Et ernal Companion: Brahmananda 

His Life and Teachings. One of  our brot her disciples went  t o visit  Einst ein who said, 
“ Maharaj emphasized upon medit at ion.”  And t he brot her disciple added, “ Well he 
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t alked about  work also.”  Then Einst ein said, “ Well look here, you do not  have t o ask 
people t o work, t hey will work anyway.” lxxv  
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